
 
Test Purpose Rationale Source of the 

Requirement 
Dates Amount of 

Time Tested 
Assessment 

Results 
Disseminated 

MCA and 
MTAS 

To measure achievement on the Minnesota Academic 
Standards and measure academic progress of students 
over time. 

Minnesota 
Statutes, 
section 
120B.30 and 
ESEA 

Minnesota 
Statutes 
120B.30 

 
ESEA 

 Reading Grades 3-
8: April 20th-21st 

 
 Math Grades 3-8: 
April 22nd-23rd 

 
 Science Grade 5 & 
8: April 29th-30th 

Reading: 
3 hours 

 
Math: 2 
hours 

 
Science: 
2 hours 

September 
2020 

ACCESS To annually assess English language proficiency of all 
English learners 

ESEA ESEA January 27th-
March 20th 

Kindergarten: 
45 minutes 

 

Grades 1-8: 
3 hours 

September 
2020 

ACT Aspire The goal of Aspire is to identify learning gaps early on to 
help students stay on track for college readiness, while 
also preparing students for the content on the ACT. 

Friends of 
Education 
agreement 

Friends of 
Education 

Grades 4th and 8th: 
November 12th-14th 
& 18th 

3.5 hours  

Interim 
Assessments 

All students will take quarterly interim tests in math and 
reading. The school’s focus towards these assessments in 
terms of data review, student success, teacher 
effectiveness, and curriculum needs is well supported in 
recent research and uses best practices. 

Friends of 
Education and 
Board of 
Directors 

Friends of 
Education 
and Board of 
Directors 

Reading SWYK  
Grades 3-8  & 
Math SWYK 
Grades K-8 
 
August 27th 
October 28th 
January 13th 
March 16th 
May 18th  

 
60 minutes 
per interim 

 

 

 

 

 
 

November 
 7/8th 
Conferences 

 
March 
26/27th  
Conferences 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120b.30
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120b.30
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120b.30
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/essa-act-of-1965.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/essa-act-of-1965.pdf


 
STEP Testing STEP™ Assessment is used to assess students at multiple 

points across the year to determine current achievement 
and instructional needs as they progress thought 
developmental levels in reading proficiency. 

Local 
Assessment 

Local 
Assessment 

Kindergarten: 
May 1st 
 
1st Grade: 
October 9th 
January 13th  
April 13th  
 
2nd Grade: 
Sept. 23rd  
Dec. 2nd  
March 9th  
 
3rd Grade: 
Sept. 9th  
Nov. 11th  
February 18th  

The assessment 
window is for 
approximately 
3 weeks from 
the start date.  

November 
7th & 8th  

Conferences 

 
March 27th 
& 28th  
Conferences 

FAST 
Assessment 

FAST (Formative Assessment System for Teachers) is a 
suite of assessment progress monitoring tools designed to 
help educators screen, monitor progress, and analyze skills 
of students. Each question in the predictive assessment 
tests is individually tailored to the test taker. Thanks to the 
individualized nature of these adaptive tests, they are 
more efficient and effective than traditional testing 
methods. 

Local 
Assessment 

Local 
Assessment 

Reading/Math K-8: 
Aug. 27/28th 
Jan. 2nd/3rd 
May 11/12th 

 
 

30 minutes 
per exam 

November 
7th & 8th  

Conferences 

 
March 26th 
& 27th  
Conferences 

       

 


