
Third Grade Language Arts Curriculum Map: Degen

Fables and Myths Folktales Short Stories Characters & Setting Drama Play

Books The Two Weavers

The Ant and the Grasshopper

So Say the Little Monkeys

The Parrot King and the Fig 

Tree

A Grain of Rice

Aladdin and the Wonderful Lamp

Danny the new boy

Summer Danny

Nin's Big day

Magic Treehouse Series

Amber Brown

Flat Stanley

Horrible Harry

Career Day Lesson

How Honeybee got her Stinger

The Unknown Singer

Julius Ceasar

Concept Support Coach: L. 1 CK and CCSS Support Coach: L.2 STEP 9 Support Coach: L4 CCSS

Standard Introducing: 

3.1.1.1, 3.1.2.2, 3.1.9.9

Introduce:

3.1.9.9 Compare and Contrast 

Literature

Introduce: 3.1.5.5, 3.1.7.7

Reinforce/practice: 3.1.9.9

3.1.1.3 Character traits, 

motivation and feelings 

and how they relate to 

actions

3.1.9.9 Compare and 

contrast setting

Introduce:3.1.4.4

Reinforce/practice:3.1.5.5

S.L.3.5 Create engaging audio 

recording fluently reading

3.1.5.5 Use the term drama and 

refer to scenes and how they 

build on earlier sctions

3.1.6.6 distinguish between own 

opinion and that of the author

3.1.4.4 Figurative Language

Skills SWBAT: compare the story of 

Aladdin to the Movie version with 

a Venn Diagram

SWBAT:complete chart 

describing characters 

traits, motivations and 

feelings

SWBAT: sequence a 

series of four events in a 

chapter 

SWBAT: infer character 

actions based on their 

traits, motivations and 

feelings in an open 

ended format

SWBAT: complete Venn 

Diagram comparing and 

contrasting settings

SWBAT: Fluently read a scene 

from Julius Ceasar while being 

recorded

SWBAT: Use the terms drama and 

scene/act

SWBAT: describe how each scene 

builds upon one another

SWBAT: sort figurative meanings 

to their actual meanings

SWBAT: create a written response 

determining how their point of 

view is different from the author

Definitions Character Trait: what a 

character is like on the 

inside

Character Feelings:How 

characters feel about 

each other and events in 

the story.

Character 
Resources/Assessments Venn Diagram 

comparing/contrasting Aladdin 

Movie and Story

Paper pencil

Venn Diagram

Character Chart Grid

 Create written response 

distinguishing between their 

opinion and that of Julius Ceasar 

or Brutus 

Sorts with Figurative language

Word Study ***Give Read Well By Third 

Grade Test
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Third Grade Language Arts Curriculum Map: Degen

Nonfiction Rome Mystery Unit Poetry Poetry Unit Nonfiction Nonfiction Unit

This is Rome

Ancient Rome

A-Z Absent author

Teach the mystery unit in the 

GR library

My little Neighbor/travel

The Fly

Land of the Counterpane

The Moon

CK: By Myself, Knoxville,TN, Trees, 

Jimmy Jet and his TV set (visualization)

CK: First Thanksgiving of all, Dream 

Varation (mood)

Biography

Historical Nonfiction

Scientific Nonfiction

Technical Texts

Big Book

CCSS STEP Support Coach: L.3 CK Support Coach: L.5,6,7,8 CCSS

3.2.5.5 Text Features

3.2.1.1 Factual Questions

3.2.7.7 Where, When, 

Why, How

STEP 10 preparation Introduce: 3.1.6.6

Reinforce/Practice: 

3.1.5.5

3.1.5.5 Refer to parts of a poem using 

specific language

3.1.7.7 Mood

3.1.4.4 Figurative language

Introduce:3.2.1.1, 3.2.2.2, 3.2.5.5, 3.2.6.6 3.2.5.5 Text features             

3.2.2.2 Main Idea                         

3.2.9.9 Compare and Contrast

SWBAT: identify text 

features from a 

nonfiction book

SWBAT: answer factual 

questions about Rome

SWBAT: answer where, 

when, why events of 

Rome occured

SWBAT: Identify major elements 

of the mystery genre (Including 

names for a detective, side kick, 

suspect, clues, redherrings

SWBAT: complete oral and 

written factual, inferential and 

critical thinking questions

SWBAT: complete a graphic 

organizer to keep track of mystery 

elements

SWBAT: Visualize an image and explain 

this image based on author's choice of 

words

SWBAT: Determine the mood of a 

poem

SWBAT: Determine the author's 

purpose

SWBAT - locate text features 

including layout and 

organizational features

□ Heading

□ Captions

□ Sequencing

□Graphics

SWBAT: Determine the main 

idea and list key details

□ Graphic organizer

SWBAT: Compare and contrast 

two texts on the same topic

□ T Chart

See Mystery Unit - STEP 10 The main idea is important 

information that tells the 

orall idea of a reading or text. 

"What the text is mainly 

about"

Identify text features in 

writing from a page in 

This is Rome

Where, when, why, how 

worksheet

STEP Test

Mystery Graphic Organizer

CK: Worksheets Whole class discussion http://www.scholastic.com/tea

chers/top-

teaching/2013/04/navigating-

nonfiction-text-common-core-

classroom-part-1
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Third Grade Language Arts Curriculum Map: Degen

Test Taking Unit/Close Reading Fairytale Unit Fantasy Unit
Junior Great Books Myths

Cinderella Stories

***Teach Unit in GR Library

James and the Giant Peach

***Teach Elements of a fantasy unit 

in GR library

Starting off Strong -Blue

Three Words of Wisdom (CK) Jason and the Golden Fleece

{erseus and Medusa

The sword of Damocles

Damon and Pythias

Androcles and the Lion

Horatius at the Bridge

MCA Preparation STEP STEP CCSS CK

STEP 11 Preparation STEP 12 preparation 3.1.1.1 Ask and answer questions

4.2.1.1 Cite Text

3.1.2.2 Recount stories (fables, myths 

and folktales)

3.8.1.1 Seminar

4.1.4.4 Vocabulary

4.1.5.5 Text Structure

SWBAT: Locate and highlight answers 

in a text

SWBAT: Properly fill in a bubble on a 

standardized test

SWBAT: eliminate incorrect answers 

through a cross out method

SWBAT: Read closely to determine what 

the text says explicity

SWBAT: Identify major elements of a 

fairy tale

SWBAT: Create their own fairy tale 

using the elements of a fairytale

SWBAT: Compare Cinderella stories 

from different cultures

SWBAT: Identify major elements of the 

fantasy genre through a graphic 

organizer

SWBAT: complete oral and written 

factual, inferential and critical thinking 

questions

SWBAT: Come to discussion prepared 

to explore ideas through student lead 

discussion

SWBAT: Follow agreeded upon rules 

for discussion

SWBAT: Explain their own ideas and 

understand of text in light of the 

discussion

SWBAT: Come to discussion prepared 

to explore ideas through student lead 

discussion

SWBAT: Follow agreeded upon rules for 

discussion

SWBAT: Explain their own ideas and 

understand of text in light of the 

discussion

See Fantasy Unit - STEP 11

Test Taking Guide

25 complex text passages

Graphic Organizer

Write a Fairytale

STEP test

Graphic Organizer

JGB graphic organizer

Teacher observational Notes

JGB Graphic Organizer

Teacher observational Notes
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